Cancer incidence differences between ethnic groups in Surinam.
Because of central registration, all new cases of malignant disease in Surinam confirmed by pathology could be studied over a twelve-year period (1979-1990). Patients were arranged by sex, age, racial or ethnic group, and primary localisation of the malignancy. A predominance of female patients could largely be ascribed to very frequent carcinoma of the uterine cervix. Apart from this, striking differences in proportional rate of general malignancy and of the four most frequent types were found among the various ethnic groups. Genetic differences in susceptibility to malignant disease are presumed to contribute substantially to the variations observed.